Winter 2012

FROM THE HELM

Lee’s “Farewell Address” at the Annual
Dinner

Our Annual Dinner took place on
Saturday November 17th at J.
Timothy’s Tavern in Plainville, CT.
The weather cooperated (no snow,
no rain!) and I was pleased to see
that we had 42 people attending.
It was nice to see a number of
newer members and I thank Chris
Johnson (and Corrine) for all of
their assistance in putting the
cocktail hour and dinner together.
I am pleased to say that we have
booked J. Timothy’s for our 29th
Annual Dinner on Saturday
November 23, 2013.
We were entertained during the
cocktail hour and throughout
dinner by a local musician, Tony
Rarus. Thanks very much to Gail
and Wes Van Dine for suggesting
him. We are looking into having
him participate in our dinner at the
boat show!
The chapter is solvent and we go
into 2013 on a very positive note.
During dinner I heard many
suggestions about how we could
possibly donate some of our

money, i.e., sponsor a young adult
at a boat building school, an
additional donation to either the CT
River Museum or other boating
organization. I am sure that David
Mc Farlin will have some
additional suggestions for moving
the chapter forward as he takes
over the SNEC Presidency.

contact any of the Officers or
Board members. Their names are
listed in this newsletter.
– Lee Heinzman, Outgoing
SNEC President
November 29, 2012

FROM THE HELM

We have been in discussions with
Mystic Seaport to host a Spring
Workshop in late April or early May
as well as Jim Murdock to host an
event at his shop in March.
Additional information will be
provided as these things are set in
motion.
Please mark your calendars – our
29th Annual Show will take place at
the CT River Museum in Essex the
weekend of July 12-13, 2013.
Again, we will keep you advised.
As I end my 5 years as President
of SNEC, I want to thank the other
Officers, Board of Directors and
chapter members for their
assistance, help and guidance. I
will now assume the role of VicePresident. We could not conduct
our boat show and the other
activities that we do without
everyone’s assistance. This is a
team effort and we could not do it
without the assistance of our
Officers, Board and Volunteers –
thank you! I also thank you for my
lighted deck prism and gift
certificate. Bette and I will
certainly enjoy dining at Carmen
Anthony’s and the deck prism is
already residing with two others.
Volunteers are always needed and
if you are interested in
volunteering, please feel free to

Dave Mc Farlin, Incoming President, on his
Century.

I sit here tonight writing to the club
membership about my vision,
hopes, wishes and maybe desires
for the Southern New England
Chapter of the ACBS. I am excited
and proud to be able to participate
with the club membership at the
leadership level but am also
reminded that the club is only as
good and robust as its members.
The members have done a
fantastic job keeping the club alive,
robust and fiscally stable over the
past 27 or so years.
So what does the future hold?
More boat shows? Absolutely.
More new members? Hope so.
Continued friendships with current
members? You bet.
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sHow do we continue? Well as I
said at the dinner last week, “Let’s
go for a boat ride”.
We have new members that have
reached out to update our website,
that have brought new and
different boats to our club and
have expressed ideas about club
activities that will help to diversify
how the club members participate.
And our long time members
continue to support the club and
bring their boats to our activities.

My vision for our boats, actually
any boat, is to use them and have
fun. My runabouts are run at least
every single weekend and
frequently on weekdays during the
season. Many times on a Saturday
or Sunday we’ll pass club
members out enjoying their boats.
Speaking of boat rides, it’s going to
be 50 degrees in 2 days so I think
I’ll get one more in for this season.
I would encourage our club
members to continue to reach out
to each other to coordinate

rendezvous, boat rides and even
the occasional boat show. The
club leadership will be coordinating
a few gatherings this year, please
watch for the announcements and
come along.
I look forward to 2013 and beyond
and wish everyone happy holidays
and a great new year.
Dave Mc Farlin, Incoming SNEC
President
December 1, 2012

The Southern New England Chapter of the Antique Classic Boat Society (SNEC/ACBS),
Inc.
MISSION STATEMENT
To bring people together with a common interest in historic, antique and classic boats, sharing fellowship,
information, experience and exchange of ideas.
To protect the heritage of boating by promoting first, the preservation and secondly, the restoration of historic,
antique and classic boats.
To promote, further and encourage a love and enjoyment of all aspects of historic, antique and classic boating.
To serve as a communication channel for our membership, the public and any other entities regarding information
relating to historic, antique and classic boating. This includes serving as a clearinghouse and referral service for all
information relating to historic, antique and classic boating.
To inspire and support quality boat shows and related events and educational seminars.
To educate our membership and the general public concerning safety and protocol as it relates to historic, antique
and classic boating.
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS – 2013

Officers
David Mc Farlin - (860) 643-7900 (evening)
Lee Heinzman – Vice President (203) 264-5823 (day or
evening)

Cliff McGuire – Treasurer (203) 457-1702 (evening)
Bette Heinzman – Secretary (203) 264-5823 (day or
evening)

Directors
Ed Dombroskas (860) 521-7274 (evening)
Michael Kowalczyk (860) 589-1598 (evening)
Dave Matte (203) 775-9826 (evening)
Gail Van Dine (860) 693-4203 (day or evening)
Rob Sutton (860)526-4073 (evening)
Lynn Mc Farlin (860) 643-7900 (evening)

Patty McGuire (203) 457-1702 (day or evening)
Chris Johnson (203) 746-2207 (evening)
Michael Sorensen (203) 484-4896 (evening)
Wes Van Dine (860) 693-4203 (day or evening)
Craig Lifland (860) 767-0346 (evening)
Kim Deren (860) 526-4073 (evening)

Past Presidents
1984-1985
1986-1987
1988-1989
1990-1992
1993-1994

Hank Conkey
Steve Doten
Chris Johnson
David Chamberlain
Mark Evans

1995-1996
1997-1999
2000-2003
2003-2007
2008-2012

Tom Hunter
Paul Riesbeck
Paul Mertz
Jeff Gordon
Lee Heinzman
Page 2

Entertainment at
J. Timothy’s

Bill Lambert, Don Blodgett, Jean
Lambert and Larue Blodgett

The Thibaults socializing with Kim
Deren and Rob Sutton

Lee and Bette Heinzman

Kim listens as Tony plays

Chris Johnson, Dave Matte, Paul and
Delcie Thibault, Paul and Patti
Mertz,Jim Murdock and Corinne
Johnson enjoying the entertainer, Tony
Rarus

After our July Boat Show, Wes
and Gail Van Dine suggested
that it might be nice to have
either a group or an individual
play during the cocktail hour
and during our Annual Dinner in
November. We contacted Tony
Rarus (who Gail and Wes knew
from other functions) and he
accepted our offer to play on
November 17th. He was
GREAT! He played guitar and
sang a wide variety of songs
and was open to requests!
Audience participation
abounded and so many of his
songs brought back fond
memories. We are looking into
having Tony participate at our
boat show, during cocktails,
dinner and for a while
afterwards. Thanks Wes and
Gail for your suggestion!!

FUTURE EVENTS
If you missed the annual
dinner, you can plan ahead
now for two events this spring.
Kim Deren and Rob Sutton

– Bette Heinzman, Secretary
Lynn and Dave Mc Farlin with Hank
and Karen Conkey

Mary Anne and Mike Kowalczyk with
Kathy Lifland, Dave Mc Farlin, Craig
Lifland and Karen Conkey in the
background

Members doing some early Christmas
shopping at The Ship’s Store

Saturday, March 2, 2013 Jim
Murdock will be hosting a social
gathering at his workshop in
Bristol, CT. Lunch will be
provided by the Chapter. This
will be an early spring
opportunity to activate your
boating fever after the winter.
Saturday, April 20, 2013 the
Chapter is sponsoring a visit to
Mystic Seaport. We will have
access to the Watercraft Hall
and be given a tour of the CRC
Building which houses the
museum’s scrimshaw and
model collections. There will
be no fee for SNEC members.
This is a unique opportunity to
see parts of the museum’s
collections that are not usually
available to the public.
More details about each of
these events will follow.
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Remembering Dave Fisher
Boyd Mefford wrote an article honoring Dave Fisher for the last newsletter. Dave’s wife Carole has provided
several photos of Dave that were not available for printing with that commemorative. Dave had a variety of
interests, including his love of wooden boats. These are just a few views of Dave. His enthusiasm and
participation will be missed by all who knew him.

Lake George, New York, 2007
1932 Garwood

Dave in his 1962 Lyman, Refinnish.

At Clayton, New York, 2010.

Skip Barber’s School, Lime Rock, CT.

Enjoying dock time with Carole in the
1932 Garwood.
Lake Pleasant, NY Boat Show, 2007.

Canada Lake, New York

Out for a ride

2006 Bay State Woodies, Lake
Congamond, 1932 Garwood

Enjoying his 1939 Chris-Craft, Fishtale.
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BOATS OF
VENICE
We just came back from a
vacation in Italy and we wanted
to share some of our thoughts
about Venice in relation to its
boats and waterways.

up from hitting against the
pilings when they were
stopping to get a fare, or when
tied up overnight and all the
other boats were creating
wakes.

number, made all kinds of
traditional boats for the
Venetian shipping business that
was essential at the time for the
Venetian Republic’s prosperity.
But now very few, with their
highly skilled artisans, remain.
There are currently 425
gondolas and gondoliers
licensed to operate in Venice.

The city is known for its unique
public transportation system.
No motor vehicles are allowed
in the city so everyone gets
around by water taxi, waterbus
(vaporetto) or on foot.
Wooden water taxi underway

Vaporetto on the Grand Canal

A water taxi will pick you up at
the airport or train station and
transport you and your luggage
to your hotel. We entered the
city via the Lagoon and the
Grand Canal in a water taxi
from the airport. What an
entrance…………….
These water taxis are almost all
wood, and they appear to be
marine plywood versus
mahogany board; they are
approximately 28-32 feet, and
are propelled by pump jet
(similar to the PBRs of the
Vietnam Operation Markettime
in the Delta fame) or the
Hinckley Picnic boats. I’ve
never seen such boat handling
as these drivers did. They
could maneuver their taxis
between buildings, in a canal of
maybe 12-14 feet wide, with 90
degree corners, and get around
each other, or multiple
gondolas without touching
either the building or the
gondola. From afar, many
appear to look pristine, be they
white or natural wood. Upon
getting up close and personal,
some of them were fairly beat

We saw only one conventional
inboard in the four days there,
and it was in pretty good shape.
They are everywhere in Venice.
The larger ones will sit 12-14
people comfortably. Venice is
truly a wooden boat lover’s
paradise. I was ready to sign
up for “taxi school” after only
two days there, but I couldn’t
sell the program.
Of course no visit to Venice
would be complete without a
ride in a traditional gondola
serenaded by live music. We
glided through the centuries old
canals, under famous arched
bridges, past lavish palaces
and quaint piazzas. These
long, narrow, flat bottomed
boats with a high prow and

Gondola repair shop

Black is the obligatory color,
since a local law was passed to
reduce how the rich and noble
over-decorated their personal
craft. The comb on the front of
the gondola is made of iron and
serves not only to balance the
boat, but it is the symbol of
gondolas and Venice. The six
comb teeth represent the six
Venetian districts.
In case this article is more than
you want to know, pack your
bags and experience Italy in
person. Also if you can’t find
him in the years to come, Cliff’s
next career will be “water taxi
captain”. Somehow I don’t
think an Irishman in Italy is
going to cut it………………..but
one never knows.

A gondola in motion

stern were designed specifically
for the Venetian canals and
made in unique shipyards
called Squero. It takes many
years of apprenticeship for
gondoliers to learn how to deftly
propel them along the canals.
The Squero, once many in

Water taxi at a taxi stand

—Cliff and Patty McGuire
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TABLE ROCK
LAKE 2012
OUR LAKE IS YOUR
LAKE
37TH ACBS ANNUAL
MEETING &
INTERNATIONAL BOAT
SHOW

only to ACBS attendees for the
evening, and food and
beverage stations were set up
throughout the exhibits.
Perusing the artifacts was both
educational and thoughtprovoking. We could not have
been better treated if we had
been aboard a luxury liner.
While Wes was judging on
Friday I wandered the Resort’s
grounds and buildings. From
the Osage Indians’ Sacred Pool
(now Devil’s Pool) to the handcarved, mounted fish and
animals, and Adirondack-style
décor, the Resort abounds with

Big Cedar Resort marina on Table
Rock Lake

Although we had not
entertained the idea of
attending the ACBS annual
Meeting in Missouri this past
September, when Wes was
asked to judge it did not take
much thought to decide, “Yes;
we’ll go!” It was a decision we
did not regret.
The Ozarks are beautiful in the
fall. The colors are not as
vibrant as our New England
maples’, but Table Rock Lake
and Big Cedar Resort were
spectacular. The lake level
was quite a bit lower than usual
due to the drought, but the
overall beauty of the area was
not impacted.

Devil’s Pool

history and an appreciation of
the natural world. Big Cedar
Resort provided an ideal setting
for the boat show with plenty of
covered slips. Yes, there were
wooden boats—110 to be exact

We missed the pre-show
events but did attend the
Titanic Museum trip to Branson.
The entire museum was open

~An extra switch to operate
safety equipment is not a
deduction, if it’s the right period
~Outboard boats may be
judged in two classes:
With a steering wheel—“a
fancy boat”
Without a steering wheel—
“a simple boat” with a tiller
Questions were asked about
power in boats, relative to a
state’s laws. Comments
included: ACBS must be
proactive rather than reactive
and realize that eventually old
engines may not be legal. A
change in view may be
necessary—to celebrate boats
and their provenance rather
than using judging points and
guidelines--a new dimension,
not to abandon judging.
Saturday evening we attended
the Awards Banquet. There
were 470 registered attendees
at the show. Some highlights
expressed by Jim Mersman,
outgoing President:
~Chapters should list events in
the on-line calendar
~There are over 30 ACBS
instructional videos in the
“Members Only” library
~ACBS is pursuing the hire of
an Executive Director

Covered slips at the Bent Hook Marina

The Grandview Conference Center Big
Cedar Resort

~The display of pictures and
brochures should be viewed as
“sources of information for
correctness”

We attended the Chapter
Round Table on Thursday
morning. Three topics were
covered: Judging, Legal, and
Insurance. Among the points of
interest about judging were:
~To be judged, a boat must be
useable

Duncan Hawkins of the Toronto
Chapter is the in-coming
President. The 2013 Annual
meeting will be September 1822 in Coeur d’ Alone, Idaho.
For us this was an unplanned
and delightful event. We drove
out and back and saw the
parched fields and stunted
crops of the drought-stricken
mid-West. The St. Louis Arch
was a striking structure and our
time at Table Rock Land and
Big Cedar Resort was
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informative, breathtaking and
fun. For a few days it was—
our lake.
If you have not already done
so, read the special section on
the Annual Meeting, pages 3142, in the Fall 2012 Rudder.
This includes Denis Harnett’s
detailed article about the show
and Elizabeth Parker’s article
about the pre-show events.

Our truck, crossing a “stream”
1949 Chris Craft Sportsman 25’
SUMMERTIME

—Gail Van Dine

1947 Chris Craft Sportsman 22’
CRACKER JACK

Inside Registration at Big Cedar Resort

1964 Riva Aquarama 28’
CHAMPAGNE TASTE

2005 Saint Custom Boat Commuter 37’
RUMRUNNER

Crossing Table Rock Lake on Route 13

1
1958 Chris Craft Deluxe Runabout 17’
REBOUND

1965 Chris Craft Sea Skiff 24’
KABOT’S HABIT

The Worman House at Big Cedar
Resort
Downtown Branson

Downtown Branson

Resort Road Signs
1937 Chris Craft Deluxe Runabout 17’
LOVE AND LUCK
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SNEC
PARTICIPATES IN
THE 14TH ANNUAL
WINCHESTER
(WINSTED)
STREET FAIR!
The Southern New England
Chapter was asked to
participate in the annual street
fair in Winsted on Saturday
October 6th. Fortunately, the
rain held off until evening!
The community is attempting to
expand the activities of the fair
to attract greater interest in
local activities. We were
excited to help them bring a
greater understanding of
antique boats, motors and
boating in general. There was
a lot of interest as Highland
Lake is close by. There were 9
boats represented at the fair as
well as some outboard motors.
We were positioned by City Hall
in the center of town – a very
good location for “people
watching”.

Looking the other direction on Main
Street with Wes Van Dine’s 1952
homemade runabout in the foreground

This was an excellent venue to
promote antique boating and
the Southern New England
Chapter. We have been asked
to participate in 2013 and I
hope to see a greater presence
of boats and motors at the fair
next year. We will advise
everyone well in advance when
the date has been set by the
street fair committee.

Jack Rouleau with his 1937 Elto
OLDEST OUTBOARD

– Lee Heinzman, President
John Sima’s VI MILOMA
1951 Lyman Islander

Mike Kowalczyk and Vic Sylvester with
SUNSET 1920 Edwin Long outboard
PEOPLES’ CHOICE THIRD
Capt. From Bottom
The Skipper of the legendary Highland
Lake Steamboat

Looking down Main Street with Lee’s
1956 Custom Craft Kitboat in the
foreground

The SNEC Chapter members
attending were eager to explain
the classic/antique boating
hobby. Many visitors were
familiar with our hobby, but
many were exposed to antique
boats for the first time.
Excellent questions were asked
and they were very interested
in what our hobby is all about.
Several expressed interest in
attending our 2013 Boat Show
at the CT River Museum in
Essex.

The McCartys with RED DOG 1948
Higgins Sportspeedster
BEST OF SHOW

John Rau with PENNY CANDY
1950 Chris Craft Riviera
PEOPLES’ CHOICE

Lee Heinzman, Wes Van Dine and Dick
Labich (Winchester Economic
Development Assn.) and Capt. From
Bottom

Paul Masucci’s 1965 Correct Craft
Mustang
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CONNECTICUT
RIVER MUSEUM
EXPANSION
The Connecticut River Museum
in Essex, CT, recently received
a $900,000 low-interest loan
from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture to purchase an
adjoining 0.8 acres consisting
of the historic Samuel Lay
House built in 1732 and a
carriage house. The grounds
were the landing area of the
1814 British raid on Essex, and
the property was designated in
April as a “British Raid on
Essex Battle Site District” on
the Connecticut State Register
of Historic Places. The
museum hopes this acquisition
will be taken into consideration
for the museum to attain federal
battlefield recognition by the
National Park Service.
Executive Director Jerry
Roberts was quoted in local
newspapers as stating “"This
acquisition supports our
museum's mission in three
major areas. It doubles our
educational campus. Education
is one of our most important
missions and we bring many,
many school groups here
throughout the year. It
preserves an historic house, a
house that tells a part of the
Essex story, and it increases
the museum's footprint as a
heritage destination."
Come see for yourself at our
29th Annual Antique and
Classic Boat Show to be held
on the museum grounds July
12-13, 2013.

GATHERING AT
THE BLUE OAR
On September 29, 2012 a
dozen members met at the
Blue Oar on the Connecticut
River for lunch. Lee and Bette
Heinzman, Dave and Lynn Mc
Farlin, Cliff and Patti McGuire,
Wes and Gail Van Dine, Mark
and Bernice Oulundsen, and
Kim Deren and Rob Sutton
spent time socializing. During
discussion about the 2012
Mahogany Memories Show, it
was agreed that the Hagerty
Youth Judging, food from Olive
Oyl’s, and organization of
Peoples’ Choice went well.
Schuyler Thompson’s
demonstration and Boyd
Mefferd’s presentation were
also successful. Several
aspects of the show that could
be changed and improved were
mentioned. Participation of
members and more volunteers
assisting with show is always
appreciated.
Although it was a cool, cloudy
day, and the chairs were damp,
those attending enjoyed a
productive several hours and a
very good lunch.

Dave and Lynn Mc Farlin

Bette Heinzman, Lynn Mc Farlin with incoming president Dave Mc Farlin and
out-going president Lee Heinzman

—Gail Van Dine, Editor

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new
members to our chapter:
Matt Bartelme
1956 Chris-Craft Runabout
Darcy and Dan Frisch
1962 Penn Yan
Don and Tammie Gildea
No boat listed
Kunduck Moon
No boat listed
We look forward to seeing you
at our future events.
Welcome Aboard!!

Bette Heinzman and Mark and Bernice
Oulundsen

—Bette Heinzman,
Membership October 9, 2012

FOR SALE
Many project boats. Mostly Chris
Craft. Many pre-war. Reasonable.
wes5@wvandine.com
860-693-4203 or 352-217-0292

—Kim Deren, Board of
Directors
Kim Deren and Wes Van Dine
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FROM THE
EDITOR
As an end note to the Winter
2012 Newsletter, I would like to
wish all SNEC members, their
family, and friends a Merry
Christmas and Happy New
Year. Whatever holiday you
may celebrate, this is a time to
reflect on the past, look
forward to another year, and
make resolutions.
Our Chapter had a successful
show this past year, despite the
very hot weather. There were
some additions to the show:

Hagerty Youth Judging and
Schuyler Thompson’s canoe
demonstration. I hope the
2013 show will be as
successful and that many
members will resolve to
participate in and volunteer to
help at the show.
The Spring Workshop at
Schuyler’s shop in Norfolk was
hands-on, informative, and fun.
It would have been great if
more members had come to
the fall lunch at the Blue Oar.
On the other hand, the
November dinner was wellattended.

Let’s all resolve to be involved
a little more and as much as
possible. If everyone
contributes a little time and
effort, the entire Chapter will
benefit. Contact any officer or
Board Member to offer your
services, expertise, and time to
making our Chapter better.
Thank you to the contributors
and photographers in this
newsletter: Patti and Cliff
McGuire, Kim Deren, and Bette
Heinzman.

—Gail Van Dine, Editor

And, Finally…..
On our way to Florida in November, Wes and I stopped to visit friends on Lake Lanier, Georgia—north of
Atlanta. It was a beautiful day and we were fortunate enough to take a boat ride with them. Here are a few
shots of Georgia Boating!

HAPPY NEW YEAR
AND
HAPPY BOATING
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